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Synopsis

|dentifying Marine Phytoplankton is an accurate and authoritative guide to the identification of
marine diatoms and dinoflagellates, meant to be used with tools as simple as a light microscope.
The book compiles the latest taxonomic names, an extensive bibliography (referencing historical as
well as up-to-date literature), synthesis and criteria in one indispensable source. Techniques for
preparing samples and containing are included as well as hundreds of detailed, helpful information.
|dentifying Marine Phytoplankton is a combined paperback edition made available by popular
demand of two influential books published earlier--Marine Phytoplankton and Identifying Marine
Diatoms and Dinoflagellates.Contains hundreds of illustrations showing critical characteristics
necessary for proper identification, plus keys and other guidesProvides up-to-date taxonomic
revisionslncludes species from around the worldUpdates synthesis of modern and historical
literature presented by active researchers in the fieldCompiles literature from around the world into

one handy source
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Customer Reviews

"An essential reference book for anyone interested in phytoplankton.” --Joerg-Henner Lotze in
NORTHEASTERN NATURALIST (2001) "The methodology for cultivation and microscopy specific
to each group will be useful for all readers. ...this book is highly recommended for faculty,
professionals, and all upper-division undergraduate and graduate students." --CHOICE "The editing

of the volume is generally excellent... Identifying Marine Phytoplankton is absolutely necessary for



anyone who works with phyto- or zooplankton." --AMERICAN GEOPHYSICAL UNION "This weighty
tome is a paperback version of the combined hardbacks Marine Phytoplankton: A Guide to Naked
Flagellates and Coccolithophorids (1993) and Identifying Marine Diatoms and Dinoflagellates
(1996). There are four main contributions, all from recognized scientists whose work has spanned
several decades. With this line-up the book promises much and doesn’t disappoint. Each chapter
contains its own index in addition to the one at the back of the book, and the reference lists are
extensive. Most plates contain high-quality drawings. The cost of this book is very reasonable
indeed considering its length and that each chapter is written by one or two of the leaders in their
respective fields. The book is aimed at both experts and beginners alike, and | for one discovered a
lot of interesting snippets hidden away in the text of each chapter. Quaternary specialists should
have a copy of this on their shelves." --Richard W. Jordan in BMS NEWSLETTER OF
MICROPALAEONTOLOGY "Each [chapter] must rank as a major monograph ... this volume will
become indispensable for anyone involved in identification of phytoplankton. All contributors must
be congratulated..." --ZOOLOGICAL JOURNAL OF THE LINNEAN SOCIETY "Now, at last, we
have a book, focused on phytoplankton, in which known species are listed and a substantial number
of the important species are described ... [this] nicely produced book packs a lot of information into
its 263 pages and will make a welcome addition to the library of anyone working on microbial food
webs as well as phytoplankton taxonomy." --LIMNOLOGY AND OCEANOGRAPHY (1994)

Now Available by Popular Demand--A Combined Paperback Edition of Marine Phytoplankton and

ldentifying Marine Diatoms and Dinoflagellates!

An excellent all round book.

There are relatively few books on identifying marine phytoplankton and most are really dated or are
part of larger publications, such as the Schmidt Atlas of diatoms. These are not easily usable. It is
thus a happy circumstance to find a manageable book that addresses this need. "Identifying Marine
Phytoplankton" by Carmelo R. Tomas is just such a book. While it of course does not include the
non-planktonic forms, it is very thorough in its coverage of planktonic genera and species. Fully 380
of the 858 pages are devoted to diatoms, with the last chapters covering dinoflagellates, marine
flagellates and coccolithophorids. Originally published in two volumes, the current compendium is

likely to be a standard for some years to comec



Beneficial to both fresh and marine water taxonomic efforts. Very comprehensive and descriptive
regarding details used for taxonomic distinction and identification - methods for microscopic
examination, collection, culture, cell structure detail, nomenclature. | am very pleased to have made
the purchase - the text contains a lot of information not normally encountered in one source and

provides for an enjoyable read - smooth, organized, easily followed.

Good book with detailed instruction for identification of planktons
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